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the Taluka is proper and sensible; but to hope that the British
will loosen their grasp is forgetting history.' *

There was some justification for this fear. The nine-
teenth century had become the twentieth, and still there
was no suggestion of any rendition; but the Maharaja's
fear that the British Government really coveted the har-
bour was not worthy of him, and was evidently the out-
come of a passing irritation. The Baroda Government
itself had made no overtures towards evacuation by the
British authorities, and the Maharaja was secure in the
article of the Treaty of 1817, which guaranteed Okha-
mandal to him in full sovereignty. It was really a ques-
tion of time and of initiative. The British Government,
which had all along held the view that the Waghers were
addicted to piracy and robbery for want of some more
settled occupation, not unnaturally wanted to give the
new system long enough to become firmly established.
It was this policy which induced the successive Residents
to submit to the annoyance of correspondence on petty
detail. The then Resident writes in 1898 with reference
to one of these petty cases:

'Granted that the land was given to the Wagher as a pure
matter of favour, let me remind you that the whole system of the
grant of land to Waghers is based on favour, but both generally
and in this specific instance there is a principle underlying the
favour, and the favour and the principle are alike based on
political exigencies. As you are aware, the principle is the desira-
bility of providing members of a criminal tribe with the means
of occupation and an honest livelihood, and conversely the
undesirability of having such persons wandering discontentedly
about the country seeking whom they may devour, simply for
the want of employment and means of subsistence.*2

But though there were isolated instances of disagree-

1  Hu^ur Orders (translated by Mr. Lele).

2  Qkhamandal Selections, Part U, ch. iv, p. 294
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